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DRAFT AGENDA 

 
(AS OF 17 MAY) 

DAY 1 – FRIDAY, 26 MAY 

 
12:00 – 12:15  OFFICIAL WELCOME 

VENUE: MARIA THERESIA, GRAND HOTEL RIVER PARK   

 AMB. RASTISLAV KÁČER, Chairman, GLOBSEC, Bratislava    

H. E. MIROSLAV LAJČÁK, Minister of Foreign and European Affairs  

of the Slovak Republic    
  

12:15 – 12:30 GLOBSEC OPENING SPEECH 
VENUE: MARIA THERESIA, GRAND HOTEL RIVER PARK  

 H. E. ANDREJ KISKA, President of the Slovak Republic   
 

12:30 – 12:45  CENTRAL EUROPE ON THE GLOBAL MAP 
VENUE: MARIA THERESIA, GRAND HOTEL RIVER PARK  

H. E. ANDRZEJ DUDA, President of the Republic of Poland   
 

12:45 – 14:15 GLOBAL TRENDS 
VENUE: MARIA THERESIA, GRAND HOTEL RIVER PARK  

In today’s globalised and interconnected world, many ongoing developments, both man-made and those 
beyond our control, could cause a complete reshuffle of the current status quo. Armed conflicts around the 
world, rise and fall of world powers, destabilisation of the world order, global warming and disruptive 
technologies are all on the agenda of the world leaders. How will these leaders keep the world safe and 
going forward with so many contradictory interests? What are the greatest challenges of today that need 
global attention and world-wide cooperation? What will the world order look like in coming years and 
decades? 

 Introductory Remarks by: JAKUB WIŚNIEWSKI, Vice-President of GLOBSEC; Director,  

GLOBSEC Policy Institute, Bratislava    

HON. STÉPHANE DION, Ambassador-designate to Germany and Special Envoy  

to the European Union and Europe, Brussels    

 PARAG KHANNA, Senior Research Fellow, Centre on Asia and Globalisation, National  

University of Singapore    
 STEPHEN WALT, Professor, Harvard University, Cambridge    

 Led by: NIK GOWING, International Presenter, London   

 

14:15 – 15:00 Coffee Break 
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14:45 – 16:20 GLOBSEC FUTURE: NAVIGATING THE FOURTH INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 
VENUE: DANUBE SPACE 

The Fourth Industrial Revolution, due to its unprecedented speed of system-wide transformation, requires 

quick understanding of the changing environment and continuous innovation. While receiving around half of 

the European public investment, the cities are true laboratories of innovation. Local authorities in partnership 

with businesses are seemingly far more agile and capable of coping with rapid pace and broad impact of the 

transformation than governments. Which of these best practices can ensure appropriate institutional 

adaptation to the ongoing modernisation on the national and international level? Where lies the contribution 

of “smart cities” to better seizing the opportunities of the Fourth Industrial Revolution? How does the EU plan 

to lead the way through the Fourth Industrial Revolution? Do we think strategically about investing into 

innovations, particularly with focus on industry 4.0, to enhance competitiveness while avoiding growing social 

inequality and environmental insecurity? 

HON. ROSEN PLEVNELIEV, former President of the Republic Bulgaria    

HON. MAROŠ ŠEFČOVIČ, Vice-President for the Energy Union, European Commission,  

Brussels    

 HON. VAZIL HUDÁK, Vice-President of the European Investment Bank, Luxembourg   

PHILIPPA MALMGREN, Author; former Special Assistant to the President of the United  

States, London    

 MARTINA LARKIN, Head of Europe & Eurasia, Executive Committee, World Economic  

Forum, Geneva    

 Led by: SIMON NIXON, Chief European Commentator, Wall Street Journal, London INVITED 

 

15:00 – 16:00  VISEGRAD PERSPECTIVES FOR NEW EUROPE 
VENUE: MARIA THERESIA, GRAND HOTEL RIVER PARK  

After years of prosperity, promotion of liberal values and significant reduction of the possibility of a military 
conflict on the European continent, the EU and its ability to survive in its present form is being intensively 
questioned. The developments of the recent years have brought the union to a state of uncertainty, great 
tension and concern for its future. An absence of a shared vision for Europe has been a stumbling block to 
further advancement of the European project, resulting in losing the course the European block should 
follow. But how to avert the threat of failing to find a joint way forward? and what can be seen as a viable 
compromise capable of bringing the union back on track? Will Member States reconsider opening the 
founding treaties or is a “two-speed Europe” a more likely alternative to be contemplated? How are these 
challenging questions perceived by the Visegrad countries and what are their perspectives on the future 
path of the European community? 

H. E. MIROSLAV LAJČÁK, Minister of Foreign and European Affairs  

of the Slovak Republic   

H. E. LUBOMÍR ZAORÁLEK, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic   

H. E. PÉTER SZIJJÁRTÓ, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary    
H. E. WITOLD WASZCZYKOWSKI, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland    

Led by: STEVE CLEMONS, Washington Editor-at-large, The Atlantic, Washington, D.C   
 

16:00 - 16:30  Coffee Break 
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16:30 - 18:00 HOMEGROWN SOLUTIONS FOR THE MIDDLE EAST  
VENUE: MARIA THERESIA, GRAND HOTEL RIVER PARK  

The set of security, social and political circumstances in the Middle East stir frequent discussions often 

leading to no constructive solutions. Terrorist threat posed by Daesh and other groups, seemingly endless 

violence in Syria, waves of refugees fleeing the conflict and unsustainable social conditions make up for a 

complex challenge. This calls for strong response and clear leadership by actors on the ground. However, 

only few seem to take the responsibility and show willingness to look for painful and uneasy cures. What 

would expulsion of Daesh from Iraq mean for the stability of the whole region? What kind of future 

development would this bring for Syria, facing her own demons? What steps will need to be taken to ensure 

a proper reconstruction of the region – in all political, economic, social and security dimensions? How should 

partners from the West be involved in this process? Would a concept inspired by Marshall plan be applicable 

to this type of political situation? And most importantly - how can a safe haven for Daesh in other parts of 

the MENA region be prevented? 

H. E.  MEVLÜT ÇAVUŞOĞLU, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey    
HON. NASSER JUDEH, former Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates  

of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan   

SIR. JOHN JENKINS, Executive Director, The International Institute  

for Strategic Studies, Manama    

TAREK OSMAN, Author and Political Economist, Cairo    

Led by: LYSE DOUCET, Chief International Correspondent, BBC, London   
 

16:50 – 18:00 DIGITAL SUBVERSION, DIGITAL RESTRICTION 
VENUE: DANUBE SPACE 

In 2007, Estonia suffered, what could be considered, the first cyberattack on critical information 
infrastructure. Now, nearly a decade later, the world is reeling from conclusions by the U.S. intelligence 
community that Russia-affiliated hackers deliberately penetrated and exfiltrated internal documents from 
Democratic National Committee and Clinton campaign servers, in an attempt to influence the outcome of 
the 2016 elections. Despite public and private efforts to secure our national infrastructure, foreign cyber-
attacks and their damage to national security and political interests seem to have only worsened. How can 
governments get proactive against attacks to their national interests? What can they do to balance security 
interests with privacy concerns? What is the responsibility of private sector operators? How can we secure 
the digital domain without restricting the economic promise of our increasingly digital economies? 

AMB. SORIN DUCARU, Assistant Secretary General for Emerging Security Challenges,  

NATO, Brussels 

ANTON ZAJAC, President, ESET North America, Coronado  INVITED 

MATTHEW SPENCE, Senior Fellow, Centre on Global Legal Challenges, Yale University,  

New Haven   
TAL MOZES, Partner, Ernst&Young, London INVITED 

Led by: KIM ZETTER, Journalist and Author, San Francisco    

 

18:30  Buses leave for Break-Out Dinner Sessions from the Grand Hotel River Park lobby 
 
19:00 – 20:45 BREAK-OUT DINNER SESSIONS (UPON SEPARATE INVITATION ONLY, OFF THE RECORD) 
  You will find the list of planned dinner sessions at the end of this document. 
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19:00 – 20:30 NIGHT OWL SESSION A: MULTI-SPEED EUROPE: THE PATH AFTER BREXIT? (OFF THE RECORD) 
VENUE: MARIA THERESIA, GRAND HOTEL RIVER PARK  

In the wake of multiple crises Europe is facing, the European project stands on a crossroad waiting for its 
future path to be determined.  Unprecedented migratory flows, rise of populism or the historical call of a 
Member state for unwinding its ties with the union sparked a debate on creating a better functioning EU 
capable of regaining credibility and peoples´ trust. What structure will however ensure the union reclaims its 
former indisputable position? Can the concept of a multi-speed Europe, which already defines the economic 
integration process within the EU, shape the discourse of Europe´s overall future direction? Could it prove 
feasible also in areas where unity of EU Member states is indispensable? 

H. E. KERSTI KALJULAID, President of the Republic of Estonia    

H. E. PETER KAŽÍMÍR, Minister of Finance of the Slovak Republic    

HON. JAN KRZYSZTOF BIELECKI, former Prime Minister of the Republic of Poland   

IVAN KORČOK, State Secretary, Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak  

Republic, Bratislava   

YVES BERTONCINI, Director, Jacques Delors Institute, Paris  PREL. CONF.  

Led by: SIMON NIXON, Chief European Commentator, Wall Street Journal, London   

 

19:00 – 20:30 NIGHT OWL SESSION B: DISRUPTED DEMOCRACY (OFF THE RECORD) 
VENUE: HABSBURG, GRAND HOTEL RIVER PARK  

Principles, policies and institutions guiding the liberal world order since the World War II are being seriously 
challenged and questioned even by elected officials in key countries of the Western hemisphere.  Outcome 
of the British or Italian referenda, elections in France, Germany and the Netherlands have exposed the 
vulnerability of liberal democracy to both external and internal threats, including populism. The backlash 
against globalization, multilateralism and values-based policies has brought the once isolated voices to the 
centre of political debate. Many political movements are using the tools of modern democracy as well as the 
technology to feed on fear - be it fear of terrorism, migration, borderless cyberspace or the climate change. 
How do we manage and preserve liberal values in the 21st century, defined by that fear? What are the 
strategies to counter populism and expose its deceptive tactics? Is this a signal that traditional mainstream 
parties are becoming obsolete? Does this mean the end of the dominance of Western values? 

DANIEL MILO, Senior Research Fellow, GLOBSEC Policy Institute, Bratislava    

MIRIAM LEXMANN, Director, EU Office, International Republican Institute,  

Brussels   

 IVAN KRASTEV, Chairman, Centre for Liberal Strategies, Sofia    

MICHAEL IGNATIEFF, President, Central European University, Budapest    

 Led by: NATALIE NOUGAYRÈDE, Columnist, The Guardian, London    
 

19:00 – 20:30 NIGHT OWL SESSION C: EUROPEAN FORCE AWAKENS (OFF THE RECORD) 
VENUE: DANUBE SPACE  

Bratislava Roadmap enacted during the informal Summit of EU leaders set our clear objectives and concrete 
measures in three crucial areas – migration and external borders, internal and external security and 
economic and social development and youth. At the same time, French and German defence ministers plan 
to boost the common European defence. Joint proposal of Paris and Berlin is calling for more active EU 
defence featuring more effective sharing of intelligence, proposes establishment of the EU defence 
headquarters in Brussels. How exactly will this new EU defence look like? Membership of the most of EU 
member states in NATO has for long been a backbone of the collective defence and security. How does this 
initiative fall into the NATO-based security architecture? 

H. E. TEODOR MELEȘCANU, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Romania    

NATHALIE TOCCI, Deputy Director, Istituto Affari Internazionali; Adviser to EU HRVP  

Federica Mogherini, Rome    

LUKÁŠ PARÍZEK, State Secretary, Ministry of Foreign and European  

Affairs of the Slovak Republic  INVITED 

KARL-HEINZ KAMP, President, German Federal Academy for Security Policy, Berlin    

Led by: PATRICK KELLER, Coordinator of Foreign and Security Policy 

Konrad Adenauer Foundation, Berlin   

 

20:45  Buses leave for the GLOBSEC Cocktail from all venues of Break-out Dinner Sessions and from 

the Grand Hotel River Park lobby 
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21:00  GLOBSEC COCKTAIL  
(UPON SEPARATE INVITATION ONLY) 

 VENUE: PALUGYAY PALACE  

 

DAY 2 – SATURDAY, 27 MAY 

 
9:00 – 10:30 NATO ADAPTING TO FUTURE CHALLENGES 

VENUE: MARIA THERESIA, GRAND HOTEL RIVER PARK 

Europe’s fracturing has obvious political and economic implications. Impact of Brexit, and the potential for 

other departures will surely affect security cooperation between NATO allies as well. In light of the ongoing 

crisis of European unity and growing Russian assertiveness in testing the resilience of NATO, critical 

strategic and tactical discussions are crucial for keeping existing security architecture in place. New realities 

will have to be accommodated in order to proceed with developing new strategies and acquiring new 

capabilities to deter threats. Salafi Jihadi extremism and other terror and criminal threats will surely not wait 

for Europe’s politicians to settle their debates. Will the implementation of the commitments made at Warsaw 

Summit suffice to strengthen the resilience of the Alliance?  Will NATO be capable of adapting to the 

formidable challenges ahead?   

 H. E. LINAS LINKEVIČIUS,  Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania    
 HON. ROSE GOTTEMOELLER, Deputy Secretary General, NATO, Brussels    

GEN. JOHN ALLEN (USMC, RET.), former Special Presidential Envoy for Global Coalition  

to Counter ISIL, Washington, D.C.    

 Led by: TOM CLARK, Chairman, Global Public Affairs, Ottawa    

 

9:00 – 9:45 SAFEGUARDING THE FUTURE: HOW TO OUTSMART THE AI?  
VENUE: DANUBE SPACE 

With the fast-approaching world where AI will perform number of our current roles, safety and security 
remains the only limit to emerging of full AI capability. Safety challenge increases with changing behaviour 
of the AI based on machine learning and interactions between separately-developed AI systems. In order 
for the AI to be transparent, trustworthy and remain under human control, its development requires 
productive collaboration of whole AI community. What is currently being done to secure the emergence of 
the general AI? Will the developers sacrifice safety for the sake of advancing the AI capability? How to 
achieve enough diversity of inputs into technological development? How can legal framework support safe 
AI? Will safety concerns hamper the implementation of the AI into business? 

MAREK ROSA, CEO & CTO, GoodAI, Prague  
KHALIL ROUHANA, Deputy Director-General, Directorate General for Communications  

Networks, Content & Technology, European Commission, Brussels    

MACIEJ SUROWIEC, EU Government Affairs Manager, Microsoft, Brussels 

Led by: PATRICK TUCKER, Author, Technology Editor, Defense One, New York     
 

9:45 - 10:30  INTERNET OF THINGS: CLOSING THE VULNERABILITY GAP? 
VENUE: DANUBE SPACE 

It is expected that by 2020 there will be more than 50 billion connected devices which people will rely upon 
for even the most basic tasks. Emerging ambient intelligence all around us will make our homes, offices, 
vehicles and communities more or less independent from any human guidance. However, the rapid and 
disruptive spread of digitization is also providing devices with unprecedented access to our data. How do 
we balance the emerging opportunities and convenience of universal, embedded computers with ethical, 
privacy, and security risks? Should citizens be concerned about the further collection of personal data in 
what were once private areas like the home or car? How will the public and private sector secure their 
networks when the connection of these devices will exponentially increase security vulnerabilities? 

RADOSLAV DANILÁK, Co-Founder and CEO, Tachyum, Campbell   

BUSINESS REPRESENTATIVE  
Led by: MARIÁN GAZDÍK, Managing Director, Startup Grind Europe, London    

 

10:30 – 11:00 Coffee Break 
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11:00 – 12:00  GLOBSEC DEBATE:  AMERICAN LEADERSHIP: PEACE THROUGH ECONOMIC STRENGTH  
VENUE: MARIA THERESIA, GRAND HOTEL RIVER PARK 

With the new administration in place, the U.S. foreign policy stands at crossroads. Current U.S. president 

aims to return Peace through Economic Strength foreign policy concept used in the past by Reagan 

administration. What would be the consequences of putting the concept in practice regarding the uneasy 

situation in Middle East heavily influenced by the activities of military groups operating in the region? Using 

economic strength as a tool, would this create space for deepening the relations with Asian players? What 

would be the impact on the transatlantic partnership as economic power goes hand in hand with military 

spending? 

HON. RON JOHNSON, Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental  

Affairs, U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C.    

Led by: JUSTIN VOGT, Deputy Managing Director, Foreign Affairs, New York      
 

11:00 - 12:15 INTELLIGENCE FOR THE 21ST CENTURY  
VENUE: DANUBE SPACE 

The coordination of terrorist cells around the globe is becoming ever more difficult to track and disrupt thanks 
to the technologies like smart phones offering better connectivity and web application providing them with 
cover. Meanwhile the state agencies working on monitoring terrorist groups are using the outdated 
technology trying to find the proverbial needle in the hay. GLOBSEC Intelligence Initiative has presented its 
set of practical, bottom up solutions how to counter the terrorism threat in Europe by strengthening 
cooperation between national security agencies and between counterterrorism entities and law enforcement. 
How Will Europe proceed further in the effort to mitigate the threat? What are the next steps that need to be 
taken? How will the security apparatus in Europe work towards more cooperation in the times challenging 
the unity of the Union? Can the international counter-intelligence be driven by specialisation of national 
agencies, each developing different part of technological capabilities, such as big data analytics and open-
source intelligence?   

HON. MICHAEL CHERTOFF, Executive Chairman and Co-Founder, The Chertoff Group;  

Chairman, BAE Systems Inc.; former U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security,  

Washington, D.C.      

DICK SCHOOF, National Coordinator for Security and Counterterrorism, Ministry  

of Security and Justice of the Netherlands, The Hague   
JOHN FRANK, Vice-President, EU Government Affairs, Microsoft Corporation, Brussels    

ILKKA SALMI, Director, Directorate-General for Human Resources and Security,  

European Commission, Brussels    

Led by: RONEN BERGMAN, Senior Correspondent for Military and Intelligence Affairs,  

  Yedioth Ahronoth, Tel Aviv  
 

12:00 – 13:30  Lunch 
 

13:30 – 15:00  FINANCING TERRORISM: SMUGGLERS AND TERRORISTS, MARRIAGE OF (IN)CONVENIENCE   
VENUE: MARIA THERESIA, GRAND HOTEL RIVER PARK  

Everyone tends to agree that illegal trade and other illicit activities finance terrorist activities in Europe. Hardly 
anyone, however, gets to the bottom of the issue, and rarely do the experts directly engage decision makers 
and business representatives to discuss not only the scale of the phenomenon but also how exactly crime 
and terrorism converge. What are their experiences from the field? Which industry suffers the most from this 
dangerous crime-terror overlap? What would be the business recommendations and suggestions for the 
security community on this issue? And finally, can counter-terrorism tools help in the fight with illegal traders 
financing terror?  

PETER NEUMANN, Chairman’s Special Representative on Countering Violent  

Radicalisation, OSCE; Director, King’s College London, London    

HANS-JAKOB SCHINDLER, Coordinator, ISIL (Da'esh), Al-Qaida and Taliban Monitoring  

Team, United Nations Security Council, New York    

ALVISE GIUSTINIANI, Vice President, Illicit Trade Strategies & Prevention, Corporate  

Affairs, Philip Morris International Management S.A., Lausanne    

Led By: HENRY MCDONALD, Author, Ireland Correspondent, The Guardian, Dublin    
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13:30 – 15:00 PROTECTIONISM VS GLOBALISM: GLOBAL FREE TRADE RUNNING ON INNOVATION 
VENUE: DANUBE SPACE 

Recent developments in the world politics put a big question mark over the future of the free trade 
agreements. While after the end of the Cold War leaders of states called for closer economic cooperation 
and showed great support for free trade agreements, nowadays calls for greater protectionism are rising. At 
the beginning of this year, UK announced its aim to negotiate bilateral free trade agreements with the EU 
member states and a few days later the United States withdrew from the TPP. On the other hand, 
negotiations on RCEP, Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership, continue and China seems to be 
aiming to took over the position of a leader of globalisation. What is the future of free trade? Is it lying in 
bilateral or multilateral agreements? Are we on a path to the protectionism? Can such development 
endanger already fragile world stability? If the focus is on bilateral agreements, what impact will this change 
have on national economies?  

HON. STÉPHANE DION, Ambassador-designate to Germany and Special Envoy  

to the European Union and Europe, Brussels   

PHILIPPA MALMGREN, Author; former Special Assistant to the President of the United  

States, London    

BARRY LYNN, Director, Open Markets Program, New America, Washington, D.C.    

KAREL LANNOO, CEO, Centre for European Policy Studies, Brussels    

Led by: TOM NUTTALL, Charlemagne Columnist, The Economist, Brussels  

 

15:00 - 15:30 Coffee Break  
 

15:30 – 17:00  DISRUPTIVE TECHNOLOGIES AND FUTURE CONFLICT: INVESTING IN THE FUTURE OF DEFENCE  
VENUE: DANUBE SPACE 

The roadmap for the maturation of disruptive technologies requires a smart investment strategy that 
manages the natural tension between requirement, capability, risk and cost. In the context of building a 
robust transatlantic defence of the future, innovations in autonomy, deep-learning systems, human-machine 
combat teaming and other next-gene ration technologies can shape the vision for the art of the possible. 
How do we characterize the most urgent common threats that disruptive technologies must resolve? What 
are the important emerging technology trends that could impact transatlantic defence? To what extent do 
we have viable approaches to evaluate where to make technology investments? How do we define the 
measures of success of these disruptive technology investments? 

GEN. PHILLIP BREEDLOVE, former NATO Supreme Allied Commander Europe, Atlanta    

LT. GEN. (RET.) HOWARD B. BROMBERG, Vice President, Strategy and Business  

Development, Lockheed Martin Corporation, Washington, D.C.    

TOMASZ SZATKOWSKI, Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of National Defence  

of the Republic of Poland    

SARAH KREPS, Associate Professor, Department of Government, Cornell University,  

Sevilla    

FRANZ-STEFAN GADY, Associate Editor, The Diplomat, New York    

 Led by: PATRICK TUCKER, Author, Technology Editor, Defense One, New York    
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15:30 – 17:00  D4: CAN DEMOCRACY WITHSTAND INFORMATION REVOLUTION?   
VENUE: MARIA THERESIA, GRAND HOTEL RIVER PARK  

Social media are transforming the world in a much faster way than anyone could have predicted. Traditional 
media are being challenged by the plurality of internet news sources and social networks. More Internet 
users are relying on the abundance of unfiltered alternative media that often-spread fake news or 
propaganda. Search engines and social media work with algorithms that personalise visible content, thus 
preventing exposure to differing views and reinforcing the confirmation bias. Research shows that populist 
and extremist right-wing groups excel in abusing these algorithms that amplify their propaganda and spread 
it like a virus across the Internet. What can be done to protect internet users from fake news, lies and 
propaganda? How can this be done without introducing censorship and impeding freedom of speech? What 
is the role of IT companies in this matter? To what extent do social media bear responsibility for what is 
regarded as relevant and trustworthy information? How can we fight extremist groups in the Internet 
battlefield, an environment that they have so successfully mastered? 

HON. MICHAEL CHERTOFF, Executive Chairman and Co-Founder, The Chertoff Group;  

Chairman, BAE Systems Inc.; former U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security,  

Washington, D.C.      

JAMES STEPHENSON, News Editor, BBC, London    
GABRIELLA CSEH, Head of Public Policy, CEE, Facebook, London    

MARTA POSLAD, Head of Public Policy & Government Relations, CEE, Google, Warsaw   

CHRISTOPHER WALKER, Vice President for Studies and Analysis, National Endowment  

for Democracy, Washington, D.C.    

Led by: KATHLEEN KOCH, Author, Journalist, and Founder, LeadersLink,   

Washington, D.C.    
 

17:30  Buses leave for the GLOBSEC Gala Dinner from the Grand Hotel River Park lobby 
 

18:00 – 21:00 GLOBSEC GALA DINNER FEATURING THE CZECH & SLOVAK TRANSATLANTIC AWARDS  
(UPON SEPARATE INVITATION ONLY) 

 VENUE: REDUTA BUILDING, SLOVAK PHILHARMONIC, BRATISLAVA 

 

21:30  NIGHT OWL SESSION A: (OBSOLETE) ALLIANCE REGAINING THE TRUST? (OFF THE RECORD) 
VENUE: MARIA THERESIA, GRAND HOTEL RIVER PARK 

No attentive observer of the transatlantic political arena would deny that the world is undergoing a profound 
social and political change which is bound to influence the future of NATO – the cornerstone of European 
security. As the continuous American calls for the re-establishment of parity in allied burden-sharing have 
largely met with limited response on the ´old continent´ and as Europe grapples with a significant schism in 
(East vs. South oriented) threat perception, the public on the both sides of the Atlantic struggles to perceive 
the Alliance in its declared shape and competence. What is more worrisome, the UK´s departure from the 
political Europe might only enhance the sense of public apathy vis-à-vis established political institutions and 
towards their overall competence and general legitimacy. In such conditions, similarly to other established 
international institutions, the Alliance reaches a unique milestone in its history – one where its existence 
might depend on its ability to address internal pressures rather than on its capability to face external threats 
and fight peer geopolitical competitors. The discussions on the NATO´s direction, funding and relevance 
might thus constitute the most eminent test for the ability of the transatlantic bond to persevere in the 
existentially-relevant times of today.  

H. E. KOLINDA GRABAR-KITAROVIĆ, President of the Republic of Croatia    

AMB.  TACAN ILDEM, Assistant Secretary General for Public Diplomacy, NATO, Brussels    

AMB. ALEXANDER VERSHBOW, former Deputy Secretary General NATO, Brussels    

AMB. TOMÁŠ VALÁŠEK, Director, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Brussels    

Led by: SYLKE TEMPEL, Editor-in-chief, Internationale Politik, German Council of Foreign  

Affairs, Berlin     
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21:30  NIGHT OWL SESSION B: WESTERN BALKANS: NEW BATTLEGROUND OF THE HYBRID WAR  
 (OFF THE RECORD) 

VENUE: HABSBURG, GRAND HOTEL RIVER PARK 

With a renewed increase of geopolitics and the revival of external factors/interferences affecting the political 

scene in the Western Balkans, the region appears at the risk of experiencing a departure from its ambition 

to build closer ties with European Union and transatlantic community and pursue with that connected 

reforms. The perceived distance of the EU perspective resulting in a decline of motivation in a peaceful and 

democratic transition, such as in the case of Macedonia*, as well as growing influence of the Russian 

Federation in Montenegro, Serbia or Bosnia and Herzegovina, has once again given rise to a fragile state 

of affairs. By triggering a wave of nationalistic and inter-ethnic tensions, the recent developments cast 

shadow on the future and stability of this part of Europe. Will, however, NATO and the EU seek to re-establish 

their positions in the region in an effort to show they are worth approaching? Or will the Western Balkans' 

fate be rather shaped by Russia and other external actors?      

H. E. SRDJAN DARMANOVIĆ, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Montenegro    

H. E. ENVER HOXHAJ, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kosovo** INVITED 

IVAN VEJVODA, Senior Vice-President for Programs, The German Marshall Fund  

of the United States, Washington, D.C.    

ROLAND FREUDENSTEIN, Policy Director, Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies,  

Brussels    
Led by: MILAN NIČ, Senior Fellow, German Council on Foreign Relations, Berlin    

 

DAY 3 – SUNDAY, 28 MAY 

 

9:00 – 10:00  GLOBSEC FUTURE TALK: DISRUPTION COUNTDOWN TO ABUNDANT FUTURE (OFF THE RECORD) 
VENUE: MARIA THERESIA, GRAND HOTEL RIVER PARK 

DAVID ROBERTS, former Vice-President, Member of the Faculty, Singularity University, 

 San Francisco   

Led by: TBD 

 

10:00 – 10:30 Coffee Break 
 

  

                                                           
* The Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies, following the EU and UN practice, always uses the provisional reference: The former Yugoslav Republic 

of Macedonia. 

** The designation is without prejudice of positions and status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/99 and the ICJ opinion on the Kosovo declaration of 

independence. 
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10:30 – 12:00  EASTERN NEIGHBOURHOOD 2017: TIMES OF TURMOIL AHEAD? 
VENUE: MARIA THERESIA, GRAND HOTEL RIVER PARK  

Deepening of the economic cooperation as well as strengthening the political stability in Eastern European 
countries have been among the key priorities of the European Commission for years. Although the impacts 
of the recent developments on the global political stage, as the Britain’s decision to leave the EU or the 
outcome of the US elections, on Eastern Europe is yet to be seen, these events have already reverberated 
through the region, fuelling more insecurity. How is this changing environment impacting the efforts of 
Georgia or Ukraine to pursue modernisation, reform and closer integration with the Euro-Atlantic structures? 
What support should the West provide to these countries in such fluid context and is there a way to decrease 
tensions with Russia in the region? If so, how? 

H. E. GIORGI KVIRIKASHVILI, Prime Minister of Georgia   

H. E. PAVLO KLIMKIN, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine  

H. E. EDGARS RINKEVIČŠ, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Latvia   
VYACHESLAV NIKONOV, Chairman, Committee on Education and Science, State Duma, Moscow   

ANDREA THOMPSON, Deputy Assistant to the President and National Security Advisor  

to the Vice President of the United States, Washington, D.C. 

  Led by: BRIAN WHITMORE, Senior Russia Analyst; Author, Power Vertical Blog;  

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, Prague   
 

12:00 – 12:30 Coffee Break 
 

12:30 – 13:30 EUROPEAN (DIS)UNION? 
VENUE: MARIA THERESIA, GRAND HOTEL RIVER PARK  

After experiencing another economic crisis and struggling with unprecedented inflows of migrants, the 
European union is also on the verge of losing one of its key Member States. These are arguably the most 
challenging times for the project of united Europe. Lack of leadership is felt heavily at both national level in 
many European countries as well as in Brussels. A multitude of crises had encouraged the rise of populism 
and nationalistic rhetoric which is ever more vocal. This was also the time when Slovakia took the presidency 
of the Council of the EU for the first time. Debates about the future of Europe were the crucial ingredient of 
the Slovak Presidency. How should we address the lack of leadership that many of us hope could save the 
European project? How will we create smarter institutions, leaner and more effective Europe while keeping 
it united? 

 H. E. ROBERT FICO, Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic    

 H. E. BOHUSLAV SOBOTKA, Prime Minister of the Czech Republic     
HON. DONALD TUSK, President, European Council, Brussels   

Led by: MATTHEW KARNITSCHNIG, Chief Europe Correspondent, Politico, Berlin    
 

13:30 – 13:45 CLOSING REMARKS 
VENUE: MARIA THERESIA, GRAND HOTEL RIVER PARK  

 RÓBERT VASS, President, GLOBSEC, Bratislava    

 

13:45 Farewell Lunch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This event receives financial support from the European Parliament. Sole liability rests with the organisers, the European 

Parliament is not responsible for the activity 
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 DINNER SESSIONS 

 
DINNER SESSION A: REVEAL AND DISRUPT: THE CRIME - TERROR NEXUS 
Terrorist attacks in Belgium or France have highlighted the urgent need to tighten the security on the old 
continent. The connection between organized crime and terrorism is rarely put under the scrutiny. Yet still, 
on the practical level, this connection demands a day-to-day cooperation of law enforcement agencies and 
intelligence community. How well do these entities cooperate? How do criminals become terrorists and how 
are terrorist activities funded? Can the understanding of the nexus between the two be used to counter both 
phenomena at the same time?  

CRAIG MCCANN, Policing & Community Partnerships Specialist, MoonshotCVE,  

London    

MATENIA SIRSELOUDI, Researcher, Institute for Police and Security Research, University  

of Bremen, Bremen    

BUSINESS REPRESENTATIVE  TBD 
Led by: KACPER REKAWEK, Head of Defence and Security Programme, GLOBSEC  

Policy Institute, Bratislava    

 

  DINNER SESSION B: ALLIES: STEP UP TO THE PLATE!  
After the collapse of the bipolar world order, the national defences on the European continent became a 
subject of a serious political neglect. The consequences of this development are apparent via the lenses 
of reduced defence budgets, underperforming military forces and insufficient equipment. Some quarter of a 
century later, Europe found itself in a world in which deterrence and defence are no longer just plain and 
compulsory terms for political speechwriters but are back in the core of strategic considerations. 
Nevertheless, with the US losing bits of patience with every consecutive administration, Europe faces a clear 
and present need to bolster its combat potential in order to be able to address threats that are emanating 
both from the east and the south of NATO territory. Will, however, the recent developments in the Middle 
East, Northern Africa or Eastern Ukraine trigger a fundamental revaluation of NATO’s defence posture? Will 
the Alliance strengthen its capacity to be capable of engaging in the broad spectrum of military 
employments? And can the individual interests of NATO’s members be united by means of joint projects in 
order to ensure a better institutional funding, R&D, procurement and defence planning? 

GEN. CLAUDIO GRAZIANO, Chief of Defence General Staff, Ministry of Defence of Italian  

Republic, Rome    

JULIAN LINDLEY FRENCH, Vice-President, Atlantic Treaty Association, London    

GEN. PETR PAVEL, Chairman, NATO Military Committee, Brussels   

 STUART BUTLER, Director, Operational Requirements BAE Systems, London    

 Led by: KURT VOLKER, Executive Director, McCain Institute for International  

Leadership, Washington, D. C.     
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DINNER SESSION C: ISLAMIC RADICALISM IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 
Islamic extremism has expanded from the Middle East and is becoming more and more globalised. Although 
the societies of South East Asia have traditionally been more moderate and pluralistic, jihadist groups are 
not a new phenomenon. Many local groups have pledged allegiance to the ISIS and intend to create an 
Islamic caliphate in this region. Thanks to modern technology, communication and exporting radicalisation 
globally has become much easier. Therefore, countering measures have to embrace a more complex 
approach. Sharing know-how from different regions could be an efficient way of preventing radicalisation 
and violence. What are the challenges specific to South East Asia and what lessons can be learned from 
fighting Islamic extremism in the Middle East? 

ROMMEL BANLAOI, Chairman of the Board, Philippine Institute for Peace, Violence  

and Terrorism Research, Manila 

HANS-JAKOB SCHINDLER, Coordinator, ISIL (Da'esh), Al-Qaida and Taliban Monitoring  

Team, United Nations Security Council, New York    

SABARIAH MOHAMED HUSSIN, Research Analyst, International Centre for Political Violence  

and Terrorism Research, Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Singapore    

Led by: THERESA FALLON, Director; Centre for Russia, Europe, Asia Studies, Brussels     
 
DINNER SESSION D: YOUNG LIVES MATTER: MIDDLE EAST ON ITS WAY TO PROSPERITY 
Population of the Middle East has been experiencing fast growth over the past decades, bringing over 
challenges of unforeseen power. The young generation represents a key driver of innovation, progress and 
social development, however, in order to materialise this potential, conditions of stability and prosperity need 
to be set – by both citizens and governments. Seeing the current circumstances in the region that faces 
wars, instability, civil conflicts and radicalism, one can barely imagine a more complicated set of conditions 
for millions of men and women in productive age to get decent jobs and build prosperity for their respective 
home countries. This can easily lead to these generations looking for a different life purpose, often found 
within radical religious and terrorist groups. Are the key actors across the region able and ready to come up 
with sustainable plans and instruments that would offer young people opportunities, employment and, 
eventually, personal and social stability? What is the role of individual citizens in this process? And how can 
other partners from Europe or the United States help and transfer lessons-learned and expertise in this 
process?  

AYMAN MHANNA, Executive Director, Samir Kassir Foundation, Beirut    

HANI KHABBAZ, Managing Director, Syrian Recovery Trust Fund    

Led by: KATHLEEN KOCH, Author, Journalist, and Founder, LeadersLink,   

Washington, D.C.    
 

DINNER SESSION E: KEEPING EUROPE BORDERLESS: NEXT-GEN SCHENGEN? 
Migration crisis caught the EU by surprise and influenced national as well as European politics to the extent 
few may have predicted. Europe even started to seriously question its values-based project of unity resulting 
in a temporary reintroduction of border controls in number of countries. Measures against the unprecedented 
migratory flows pose, however, also threat to the functioning of the internal market – the main pillar on which 
the union stands. Finding an answer to the current situation is therefore of utmost importance. But can the 
Member States agree on a sustainable model to cope with the future migratory flows to Europe? Can the 
strengthened role of Frontex ensure that the Schengen area of free movement and security is a sustainable 
project? And what will be the impact of the migration compacts? 

DANIELA SCHWARZER, Otto Wolff Director of the Research Institute, German Council on  

Foreign Relations, Berlin   

 JAKUB WISNIEWSKI, Vice-President of GLOBSEC; Director, GLOBSEC Policy Institute,  

Bratislava    

JAN MACHÁČEK, Chairman of the Board of trustees, Institute for Politics and Society,  

Prague   

ROBERTO GARAVAGLIA, Senior Vice President, Strategy & Competitive Positioning  

Leonardo, Rome    

Led by: ALENA KUDZKO, Deputy Research Director, GLOBSEC Policy Institute, Bratislava    


