
The Power of Initiative of the European Commission: A Progressive Erosion?

Table of Contents

Introduction� p. 1

1. �The European Commission’s Power of Initiative:  
Origins and Components� p. 5

1.1. The Original Powers of the Commission� p. 5

1.2. The Ratio for an Exclusive Right of Initiative� p. 7

1.3. The Power to Amend� p. 9

1.4. The Power to Withdraw� p. 9

1.5. An Evolving Community Method?� p. 11

2. Initiating Legislation: Four Colleges in Perspective� p. 13

2.1. The Empirical Analysis� p. 13

2.2. �The Historical and Institutional Context  

for the Action of the Four Colleges� p. 16

2.3. �Shifting Attention to New Policy Areas:  

the Domains Tackled by the Innovating Proposals� p. 18

2.4. �Expanding Codecision. Evolutions in Term of Procedure� p. 21

2.5. The Length of the Decision-Making Process� p. 23

2.6. The Outcome of the Decision-Making Process� p. 26

3. Evolutions in the Exercise of the Power of Initiative� p. 31

3.1. A Comparative Overview of the Four Colleges� p. 31

3.2. Explaining Change: a Procedural View� p. 34

3.3. Effects on the Exercise of the Power of Legislative Initiative� p. 37

3.4. The Power to Amend� p. 38

3.5. The Power to Withdraw� p. 39

Conclusion� p. 41

Study &

89
Research

mdurand
Texte tapé à la machine
Extract from:
Paolo Ponzano, Costanza Hermanin, Daniela Corona,
"The Power of Initiative of the European Commission: A Progressive Erosion?",
Notre Europe, Study No. 89, February 2012.

http://www.notre-europe.eu/en/axes/visions-of-europe/works/publication/the-power-of-initiative-of-the-european-commission-a-progressive-erosion/


The Power of Initiative of the European Commission: A Progressive Erosion?

Annexes� p.44

Annex 1 – �Innovative proposals adopted in 1991: 

Negotiation Process and Outcome� p. 44

Annex 2 – �Innovative proposals adopted in 1997: 

Negotiation Process and Outcome� p. 46

Annex 3 – �Innovative proposals adopted in 2002: 

Negotiation Process and Outcome� p. 48

Annex 4 – �Innovative proposals adopted in 2007: 

Negotiation Process and Outcome� p. 50

References� p. 51

Some related publications by Notre Europe� p. 55

List of boxes

Box 1 – Who has the right of legislative initiative in the EU?� p. 8

Box 2 – Case of failure of the codecision procedure� p. 36

Box 3 – Cases of political withdrawal by the European Commission� p. 40

List of tables
Table 1 – Selection of directives relevant to the study� p. 14

Table 2 – The exercise of the power of initiative by 4 Commissions� p. 33




