UROP=UM Litg,

INSTITUT PRO EVROPSKOU POLITIKU

Should the EU harmonise the social benefits charges and wages of posted workers
according to local standards?

The vote of the MEPs
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Companies often send their employees to work in another EU country. Yet, the labour
standards (e.g. minimum wage of the country) of the hosting country are often higher than
the country of origin’s ones. The use of “posted workers” often allow companies to undercut
the competition by paying the workers less than the minimum standards in the hosting
country. At the moment, some EU governments are lashing out against this practice given
its harmful effects on local companies and workers alike. To prevent the so-called social
dumping, the European institutions are calling for more even wage standards for the same
job, even if in a different place.

In this regards, a report drafted by the Employment and Social Affairs Committee gathered
a comfortable support of 66% of MEPs for more intervention on social dumping. The
majority was formed by GUE-NGL, Greens/EFA, S&D, the EPP and most EFDD’s members.
On the other hand, ALDE, ECR and ENF opposed the initiative.

Not surprisingly, Czech MEPs rejected the calls for stepping up measures to counter social
dumping. In fact, the status quo incentivize companies into using posted workers coming
from countries with lower wages in countries with higher wages.

Among the political parties, only the
Social Democrats and the Communists
voted in favour, whereas all the other

DISTRIBUTION OF CZECH POLITICAL PARTIES IN
THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT IN 2016
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Conservatives MEPs voted against the proposed }'eform
and Ui”{;’gi:?t to the use of posted workers, with the
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Ref‘gg“s'Sts~ Nordic exception of Michaela  Sojdrova
Green Left: (Christian Democratic Union-
KSCM Czechoslovak People's Party) who
European supported the report.
People's Party:
TOP09, STAN,
KDU-CSL

Progressive Alliance
of Socialists and
Democrats: CSSD
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should the EU harmonise the social benefits charges and wages of posted workers according to local standards ?
The vote of MEPs elected in Czech Republic*
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Czech Social Democratic Party Czech Social Democratic Party
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Party of Free Citizens Top 09 and Mayors Mayors and Independents Top 09 and Mayors Top 09 and Mayors
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Christian and Democratic Union -
Czechoslovak People’s Party

Tomé3 ZDECHOVSKY

Chiistian and Democratic Union -
Czechoslovak Peaple's Party
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