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Should the EU limit the Juncker Plan interventions aiming

at promoting growth?
The vote of the MEPs
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The European Fund for Strategic Investments was set up by the European Commission to implement
the Juncker’s Plan, one of the main flagships project of the current President. Despite the innovative
nature of the instrument, some MEPs criticized it, raising concerns about the financing of projects
whose economic, social and environmental sustainability is questionable. However, most MEPs
rallied behind President Juncker in defending the instrument and a critical amendment tabled by

EFDD was rejected by more than 70% of MEPs.

Centrist groups ALDE, S&D, the EPP and ECR strongly defended Juncker’s initiative, whereas,
EFDD and ENF both voted against the European Fund for Strategic Investments. Interestingly, the
majority of MEPs from Greens/EFA and a substantial amount of representatives from GUE-NGL

decided to abstain.

DISTRIBUTION OF FRENCH POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT IN 2016
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member

The Greens -
European Free
Alliance: Europe

Eurape des nations et Ecologie

des libertés : Front
national,
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Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe:
Union des Démocrates et Indépendants, List
“Génération citoyens”, Modem, Parti radical

As for French MEPs specifically, they
tended to follow the general trend of the
political groups in the plenary, with all
Socialists, Centrists, and Republicans
rallying behind Juncker’s Plan. Likewise,
all members of the French Ecology
Europe Party followed their group’s line
and abstained on the instrument.

Interestingly, the fund was also supported
by some MEPs of the National Front:
Gilles Lebreton and Bernard Monot
voted against the critical amendment,
whereas Nicolas Bay did not vote. Apart
from the National Front, only far-left
MEPs joined the criticism against the
European Fund for Strategic Investments,
with the exception of Patrick Le Hyaric
who did not vote.
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