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Should the EU prevent public railway systems from being privatized?

The vote of the MEPs
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Although the European Union does not have competences with regards to whether rail
suppliers should be privatized or kept public, the vote on this amendment highlights some
interesting positions of national parties. In this case, a large majority of MEPs (72%)
rejected the proposal of the far-left group GUE-NGL, which called on Member states to
maintain their public ownerships of railways and, consequently, to avoid any privatization.
The anti-privatization initiative was supported by GUE-NGL, the Greens/EFA and EFDD,
whereas opposition came from EPP, ALDE, S&D and ECR. The far right ENF was split
between supporting and opposing MEPs (the National Front rejected privatization,
whereas the other parties in the group supported them).

Interestingly, a majority of French MEPs opposed privatisation, despite its large rejection
by the plenary as a whole. Apart from the French MEPs, only in the case of Greece a
majority of MEPs backed the amendment.

French MEPs from the Greens, the Left Front, the National Front and part of Socialist party
rejected privatisations. Instead, the Republicans and the Democratic Movement defended
the possibility to introduce privatizations in the railway sector.
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