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Should the EU fight for increasing social inclusion of refugees as well as their
integration in the labour market?

The vote of the MEPs
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Last July, the European Parliament voted on an own-initiative report drafted by the Italian
Member Brando Benifei, which suggested potential solutions to improve social inclusion of
refugees as well as their integration in the labour market. The report passed with 69% of
the votes. The report stressed the need to differentiate between emergency measures and
medium term ones. Additionally, it pushed for accelerating the recognition of diploma and
qualifications and the establishment of a language training system. The report was
supported by GUE-NGL, Greens/EFA, S&D, ALDE and the EPP, whereas opposition came
from ECR, EFDD, ENF and even a few members of the EPP.

The voting patterns of MEPs from France mirror their colleagues’ ones in the rest of the
plenary. All Socialists, Centrist, Greens and far-left MEPs supported the report, with the
exception some MEPs who did not vote: Pervenche Berés (Socialist Party), Sylvie Guillaume
(Socialist Party), Sylvie Goulard (Democratic Movement) and Michele Rivasi (Europe
Ecology).

Also most of Republicans MEPs supported doing more for refugee’s inclusion in society,
although there were a few notable exceptions: Angélique Delahaye and Brice Hortefeux
(who decided to abstain) and Nadine
Morano (who voted against the
report). Frank Proust, who had

DISTRIBUTION OF FRENCH POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT IN 2016

Non-Inscrits : Front national, List "Les Francais . .
European United Left-Nordic Green

libres™

Europe of Freedom and Direct
Democracy: one non-affiliated
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rejected the refugee reallocation
before, did not vote on their social
inclusion in the European labor
market.

As for members of the far-right, they
obviously rejected the call for more
efforts from Member-States to better
integrate refugees: all the member of
National Front voted against the
report.
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