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Should trade secrets be protected?
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200
100 ,
 mmMEEE - _
-100
GUE-NGL  Greens/EFA S&D ALDE £PP ECR EFDD ENF NI

{ @8 for MM Against  Abstentions B Non vuters]

Constance Le Grip, a Republican MEP from Ile de France drafted a legislative report on
the harmonisation of the definition and protection of know-how and business
information across all Member States. The EP approved her report by a large majority
(77%) made up of the S&D, ALDE, EPP, ECR and ENF. On the other hand, the other
political groups, namely the Greens/EFA, GUE-NGL and the EFDD, opposed the report.
The directive was first drafted in 2013, when the European Commission provided a
common definition of business secrets, as well as a framework for the victims of business
secrets’ thefts to claim compensation. However, the text was also criticised for its alleged
negative consequences on freedom of information.

Interestingly, the far-right group Europe for Freedom and Nations supported Le Grip’s
report and contributed to its approval. This rarely happens in plenary. All in all, a large
majority of French MEPs (55) supported the new measures to protect business secrets.
More specifically, all the French MEPs in ALDE, the National Front and the Republicans
voted in favour.

DISTRIBUTION OF FRENCH POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT IN 2016
Non-Inscrits : Front national, List “Les Francais

libres” European United Left-Nordic Green

Left: Front de gauche, List “union

Europe of Freedom and Direct pour les Outre-Mer”

Democracy: one non-affiliated
member

The Greens -
European Free
Alliance: Eurape

Europe des nations et Ecologie

des libertés : Front
national,

Rassemblement bleu
Marine

Progressive Alliance
of Socialists and
Democrats: Parti
socialiste, Parti
radical de gauche

European People’s Party:
Les Républicains, one non-
affiliated member

Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe:
Union des Démocrates et Indépendants, List
"Génération citoyens”, Modem, Parti radical

Similarly, a majority of MEPs from
the Socialist Party supported the
proposal. However, 3 Socialists
(Edouard  Martin, Emmanuel
Maurel, Guillaume Balas) decided
to abstain. Instead, within the left-
wing groups opposing the
protection of business secrets
(GUE-NGL and Greens/EFA) all
French MEPs voted according to
their group’s line.
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