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Should Employers to ban specific kinds of symbols that are claimed to be of a
religious nature?

The vote of the MEPs
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Two months after the Nice attacks, the MEPs voted on an amendment defending the rights
of the employers to ban religious symbols on the workplace whenever these symbols violate
the rights of women or can lead to security problems. This vote is quite important given
the French context: France had already banned women to wear headscarves in public
schools, as well as the burka and the nigab (the veils that cover women’s faces).

In the case of the European Parliament, the vote on this amendment was pretty tight. The
amendment was rejected by a slim margin of 5%. The amendment was supported by EPP
and ENF, whereas ALDE, S&D, the Greens and GUE-NGL opposed the ban. Interestingly,
ECR and EFDD were split, although a majority of their MEPs voted against the proposal.

Also in this case, the position of French MEPs is drastically different from the ones of their
colleagues from other countries, as a large majority of them supported the ban. The ban
on religious symbols at the workplace was opposed by the French Greens, Jean Arthuis
from the Union of Democrats and Independents and Younous Omarjee from the Alliance of
the Overseas.

DISTRIBUTION OF FRENCH POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT IN 2016
Non-Inscrits : Front national, List "Les Francais

libres™ European United Left-Nordic Green

Left: Front de gauche, List "union

Europe of Freedom and Direct pour les Qutre-Mer”

Demaocracy: one non-affiliated
member

The Greens -
European Free
Alliance: Europe

Europe des nations et Ecologie

des libertés : Front
national,

Rassemblement bleu
Marine

Progressive Alliance
of Socialists and
Democrats: Parti
socialiste, Parti
radical de gauche

European People’s Party:
Les Républicains, one non-
affiliated member

Alliance of Liberals and Demacrats for Europe:
Union des Démocrates et Indépendants, List
“Génération citoyens”, Modem, Parti radical

All the other MEPs voted in favor of
the ban, with some few exception
within the political parties: the
Republicans Nadine Morano, Patrick
Le Hyaric from the Left Front and 3
MEPs from the Socialist Party (Gilles
Pargneaux, Isabelle Thomas and
Vincent Peillon). All these 5 “rebels”
voted against the ban.
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