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Should The Parliament censor the European Commission?

The vote of the MEPs
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Shortly after receiving the approbation from the Members of the European Parliament, the
new President of the Commission was involved in a litigation regarding his responsibilities
in defining tax policies in Luxembourg, where he was Prime Minister, for multinational
businesses tax-breaks-related issues.

The censure motion to the Commission executive was tabled by Eurosceptic MEPs from
EFDD and ENF, was largely rejected by more than 70% of the Members. However, more
than 189 Members did not vote against the motion, therefore questioning the Juncker’s
leadership over the European Commission. EPP, S&D, ALDE and the Greens sided with the
Juncker-led Commission, whereas most of the members of ECR and GUE-NGL decided to
abstain.

Despite, the low level of support from French MEPs gathered by Juncker during the
approbation of the Commission, a large majority of French MEPs rejected the motion of
censure.

DISTRIBUTION OF FRENCH POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT IN 2016
Non-Inscrits : Front national, List "Les Francais

libres” European United Left-Nordic Green

Left: Front de gauche, List "union

Europe of Freedom and Direct pour les Qutre-Mer”

Democracy: one non-affiliated
member

The Greens -
European Free
Alliance: Europe

Europe des nations et Ecologie

des libertés : Front
national,

Rassemblement bleu
Marine

Progressive Alliance
of Socialists and
Democrats: Parti
socialiste, Parti
radical de gauche

European People's Party:
Les Républicains, one non-
affiliated member

Alliance of Liberals and Demacrats for Europe:
Union des Démocrates et Indépendants, List
“Génération citoyens”, Modem, Parti radical

In fact, only the MEPs from the
National Front supported the motion,
whereas all MEPs from the Socialist
Party, the Republicans and the
Democratic Movement defended the
EU executive. Interestingly, although
most of the Members of the
Greens/EFA group voted against the
motion of censure, only one French
Green, José Boveé, followed the
group’s line. Instead, the other two
voting Greens, Karima Delli and
Pascal Durand, abstained, therefore
highlighting the higher skepticism
towards the Juncker’s Commission
among the French Greens.
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