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Should the EU pursue closer relations with Iran?

The vote of the MEPs
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On the 25th October 2016, the EP passed a resolution advocating for closer relations with
the Islamic Republic of Iran, with a particular focus on the economic relations between the
EU and the Middle Eastern country. Ultimately, the resolution was approved by a
heterogeneous majority of MEPs, made up of GUE-NGL, Greens/EFA, S&D, EPP and EFDD.
On the other hand, the Liberals from ALDE and ECR voted against, whereas most members
of ENF abstained.

All French MEPs from the Socialist Party and the Republicans voted in favour of
strengthening EU’s bilateral relations with Iran. Some support also came from ALDE, as
Marielle De Sarnez (Democratic Movement) and Jean Arthuis (Union of Democrats and
Independents) voted in favour, therefore defecting from their own political group. The
ALDE group, despite being traditionally in favour of deepening economic ties with third
countries, is very critical on the human rights’ situation in the country.

Interestingly, in the leftist groups, the French members are more sceptical on closer
relations with Iran than their fellow colleagues: within Greens/EFA, French members were
the almost only ones opposing the report. Additionally, inside the GUE-NGL, Jean- Luc
Mélenchon, voted against closer relations with Iran and his position was in contrast with
the one of its political group and of the other members of the Left Front.
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