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Should the EU Budget be increased?

The vote of the MEPs
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The European Union budget for next year was voted last month. A large majority of
Members of the European Parliament (65%) asked for more money to be allocated to youth
initiatives and migration. However, after handing the provisional deal to the Council,
concerns were raised since national governments disagreed on increasing the spending
from the institutions and tried to block Parliament’s attempt to not make any cuts.

By now, an agreement between the Council and the European Parliament was reached and
secures 500million more for the Youth Employment Initiative and a package of 750million
redirected to migration related funds.

Several groups in the EP supported the increase: the EPP, S&D, ALDE, the Greens and
even a part of ECR. Instead, the Eurosceptic groups EFDD, ENF and most of ECR opposed
the initiative, whereas the far left was split between voting against and abstaining.

Most of French MEPs supported the increase in the budget, with all MEPs from the
Socialist Party, the Republicans, the Greens and the Democratic Movement voting together
with their political groups in favour of the draft budget (only Sylvie Goulard did not vote).

DISTRIBUTION OF FRENCH POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT IN 2016
Non-Inscrits : Front national, List “Les Francais

libres” European United Left-Nordic Green

Left: Front de gauche, List "union

Europe of Freedom and Direct pour les Outre-Mer”

Democracy: one non-affiliated
member

The Greens -
European Free
Alliance: Europe

Europe des nations et Ecologie

des libertés : Front
national,

Rassemblement bleu
Marine

Progressive Alliance
of Socialists and
Democrats: Parti
socialiste, Parti
radical de gauche

European People's Party:
Les Républicains, one non-
affiliated member

Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe:
Union des Démacrates et Indépendants, List
“Génération citoyens”, Modem, Parti radical

Interestingly, all the three members
of the Left Front behaved differently
from one  another: Jean-Luc
Mélenchon voted against the
proposed EU budget, Marie-Christine
Vergiat abstained and Patrick Le
Hyaric did not vote. Finally, the far-
left wing representative of the
Alliance of the Overseas, Younous
Omarjee also voted against the
increased budget.
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