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Should the EU pursue closer relations with Iran?

The vote of the MEPs
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On the 25th October 2016, the EP passed a resolution advocating for closer relations with
the Islamic Republic of Iran, with a particular focus on the economic relations between the
EU and the Middle Eastern country.

Ultimately, the resolution was approved by a heterogeneous majority of MEPs, made up of
GUE-NGL, Greens/EFA, S&D, EPP and EFDD. On the other hand, the Liberals from ALDE
and ECR voted against, whereas most members of ENF abstained.

Greece was in accordance with the majority of the EU parliament, voting in favor of closer
relations towards Iran. The motion saw the approval of such parties as the centrist New
Democracy, the left-wing Popular Union, Syriza, PASOK and the River.

However, there were also some opposing votes coming from the far-right Golden Dawn and
the Communist members, as well as from the independent member of the ECR, Notis
Marias.
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Should the EU pursue closer relations with Iran?
The vote of MEPs elected in Greece*
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