
Do the proposals for the CAP after 2013 herald a ‘major’ reform?

Proposed amendments to the draft reform

Amendment I: The definition of ecological focus areas should not apply to farming units 

but rather to a spatial grid.

Amendment II: Obligation exchanges should be authorised between farmers to create 

ecological focus areas on a watershed grid, by applying the average rate of 7% to this 

scale and by allowing, as a result, a variable rate with a lower minimum threshold for 

smaller spatial scales.

Amendment III: Incentives should be implemented to create ecological corridors 

(through bonuses or other benefits) and the contiguity of ecological focus areas of 

several farm holdings.

Amendment IV: In order to maintain the incentive to restore former grasslands that 

have been converted to cultivated land, in addition to the rule of non conversion of 

grasslands, a bonus should be added for permanent grassland surfaces, in conjunction 

with basic direct payments and environmental bonuses, at least in sensitive areas where 

arbitration between grassland and crops is relevant.

Amendment V: An assessment of sloping lands in valleys should be conducted and an 

incentive mechanism should be implemented to restore those areas of extensive livestock 

rearing to grasslands.

Amendment VI: Payment ceilings should be raised to account for labour only for farm 

cooperatives.
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