
 

 

Think Global - Act European (TGAE) 

Think Global ... 

How to anticipate the negative spillover of the crisis on EU’s influence in the world? While focusing on fiscal consolidation 

and economic recovery, the EU needs to clarify its external action strategy and introduce more coherence with its internal 

policies. 

What are the main international challenges and priorities for the EU? How to develop a more global strategy responding to 

those challenges? How to deal with the EU’s coordination problems between internal and external policies, the different 

external policies themselves, as well as between its institutional actors? 

  ... Act European  

Notre Europe- Jacques Delors Institute mobilises a group of 16 European think tanks which confront their policy 

recommendations, within the scope of the ‘Think Global – Act European’ report.  

Launched in 2008, this group of European think tanks issues a report every 18 months outlining challenges and agenda 

priorities. The first three editions of the report (2008, 2010 and 2011) have thus allowed highlighting coordination issues 

which the successive EU trio presidencies have to face throughout their 18 month agenda. 

 

Think Global – Act European IV 

Thinking Strategically about the EU’s External Action 
 

The next edition of the report will be published in March 2013 

 under the direction of Elvire Fabry, Senior Research Fellow at Notre Europe – JDI. 

 

For the past 60 years Europeans have remained focused on the internal challenges of European integration, with the euro 

zone debt crisis domestic issues are once again prioritised and the EU’s external action neglected. But long term geo-economic 

shifts underway since the 2000s - the rise of ever more economically potent and politically assertive powers- have translated 

under the influence  of growing Western public debt, into a gradual yet relentless reversal of  the relationships of power 

between the Western and ‘the Rest’. European influence and regulatory capacity on the global level are already rapidly 

shrinking. 

The European Security Strategy defined by Javier Solana in 2003, has outlined a framework for action beyond mere security 

issues and contributed to creating a more integrated EU foreign policy. Yet it has not been reviewed since 2008. Similarly, the 

establishment of the EEAS intended EU diplomacy to play a significant role in the coordination of an important number of the 

EU’s external action instruments. Yet decision-making power still belongs to more traditional EU actors (European 

Commission and the Council) and key tools of external action are still insufficiently coordinated with EEAS competences.  

In order to better respond to the substantial changes affecting the global arena and avoid the progressive marginalisation of 

Europeans on the international scene, the EU needs to equip itself with an integrated global strategy for the European external 

action.  

An extensive dialogue between the EEAS, the Member States, the European Commission, the Council and the European 

Parliament is needed to overcome institutional discrepancies and allow the drafting of a new inclusive global strategy 

integrating the broad impacts of the crisis and introducing more coherence between external policies and the external 

dimension of internal policies.  
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Notre Europe – Jacques Delors Institute  has thus transformed its project Think Global – Act European (TGAE), bringing 

together 16 European think tanks, into the heart of a much broader discussion concerning the priorities and instruments of 

the EU’s external action service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carnegie Europe (Brussels), CCEIA (Nicosia), CER (London), CEPS (Brussels), demosEUROPA (Warsaw), ECFR (London, Madrid, 

Berlin, Paris, Sofia), EGMONT (Brussels), EPC (Brussels), Real Instituto Elcano (Madrid), Eliamep (Athens), Europeum (Prague), 

FRIDE (Madrid, Brussels), IAI (Rome), Notre Europe – Jacques Delors Institute (Paris), SIEPS (Stockholm), SWP (Berlin). 

 

Before addressing their recommendations in a final report in March 2013, the experts of the 16 partner think tanks have 

confronted their analysis of key strategic issues on the occasion of a series of seminars organised in Europe during fall 2012:  

How can Europeans promote their economic interest at the global level?  
[seminar synthesis]    [series of policy papers (coming soon)] 
 
What are the EU external strategies for resources and sustainable development?  
[seminar synthesis]     [series of policy papers] 
 
How can Europeans address their demographic challenge through a comprehensive migration strategy?  
[seminar synthesis]     [series of policy papers] 
 
How to make out of the EU's vicinity an opportunity for the EU itself?  
[seminar synthesis]     [series of policy papers] 
 
How can Europeans be considered seriously with lower hard security capacities?  
[seminar synthesis]    [series of policy papers] 

 

 

For all further information please contact: Elvire Fabry, Project Director, efabry@notre-europe.eu 
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